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Dry Creek Valley, a 16-mile stretch at the northern end of Sonoma County, is home to more than 70 
wineries. It's also a jackpot for Zinfandel lovers. The region, which boasts more than 9,000 acres of 
vineyards, just so happens to have one of the heaviest concentrations of old-vine Zinfandel in the world.

Here are some places to taste it:

Papapietro Perry Winery

You'll find this winery tucked away in Timber Crest Farms, home to a collective of several family-owned 
wineries, along with an olive oil producer, a viticultural services company and a food manufacturing 
company in Healdsburg. Winemaker Ben Papapietro, who owns the winery along with his wife, Yolanda, 
and partners Bruce and Renae Perry, specializes in high-end Pinot Noir and Zinfandel. Papapietro 
learned winemaking from his Italian grandfather who made red blends in his basement. At the fun-loving 
and family-friendly tasting room, visitors can taste five wines for $10. A private tasting option, Pinot on the 
Patio, is also available, pairing the winery's single-vineyard Pinot Noirs with carefully selected cheeses 
($45; reservations required). The property also features a picnic garden and bocce ball court.

http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=wine&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Papapietro+Perry%22
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=wine&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Renae+Perry%22


4791 Dry Creek Road, Healdsburg; (707) 433-0422. www.papapietro-perry.com. 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. daily.

Seghesio Family Vineyards

This multigenerational winemaking family planted its first Zinfandel vines in 1895, though it took the 
Seghesios nearly a century to begin bottling wines under their own label. In 2011, the winery joined the 
Crimson Wine Group, which also owns Napa Valley's Pine Ridge Vineyards, among others. The wines, 
much like the property's gracious surroundings, reflect the Seghesio family's Italian heritage. There's a 
daily tasting of five wines for $15 and a heritage tasting of four library wines on the weekends. The rustic 
picnic-perfect grounds also feature an outdoor mezzanine and bocce ball courts.

700 Grove St., Healdsburg; (866) 734-4374. www.seghesio.com. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily.

Unti Vineyards

The Unti family purchased its Dry Creek Valley property in 1990, planted its first vineyards the following 
year and released its first vintage in 1997. The no-frills tasting room, located in the entrance to the 
winery warehouse, offers visitors an insider's perspective. It's also an intimate affair, as tastings are by 
appointment only and designed for groups of six or fewer. The $5 tasting fee includes four to six tastes of 
Unti's full-bodied Zinfandels, Rhone and Italian varietals.

4202 Dry Creek Road, Healdsburg; (707) 433-5590. www.untivineyards.com. By appointment only, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. daily.

Michel-Schlumberger Wine Estate

This lovely 100-acre estate winery began life as Domaine Michel when Swiss-born Jean-Jacques 
Michel planted the first vines in 1979. In the early 1990s, Jacques Pierre Schlumberger came on board, 
bringing with him a winemaking pedigree that included a 400-year family legacy at Domaine Viticoles 
Schlumberger in the Alsace region of France. In 2011, Schlumberger retired, passing the torch to Steve 
Adams of Adams Wine Group, who owns several other wineries, including nearby Adler Fels.

Here, signature varietals include Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Chardonnay. Several tasting selections 
are offered: five pours in the classic ($10) and reserve ($20) tastings, or a five-course wine and food 
pairing from winery executive chef Michael Pryor ($45; Wednesday-Sunday; reservations required.) For 
an in-depth experience, opt for the winery tour and tasting ($30), which take groups of up to seven guests 
on a "back roads" tour of the estate, including spring-fed Lac Schlumberger.

4155 Wine Creek Road, Healdsburg; (800) 447-3060. www.michelschlumberger.com. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
daily. Guided tours by appointment.

Mazzocco Vineyards & Winery

Single-vineyard Zinfandels take center stage at this laid-back winery on a stretch of rolling hills that 
border Dry Creek and Alexander valleys. Ken and Diane Wilson, who also own nearby Wilson Winery, 
acquired Mazzocco in 2005. The tasting room with its floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking an intimate 
garden setting offers an airy ambience. The roster of wines from French-born winemakerAntoine Favero 
rotates often, but guests can usually sample six or seven for a modest $5 fee. An expansive patio and 
picnic area also encourage guests to linger over a glass of wine.

1400 Lytton Springs Road, Healdsburg; (707) 431-8159. www.mazzocco.com. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. daily.

Ridge Vineyards - Lytton Springs

The Sonoma outpost of Paul Draper's celebrated Santa Cruz Mountains winery is surrounded by vines 
that are more than a century old. At the eco-sustainable tasting room and winemaking facility, built in 
1999, several flight options await guests. The single-vineyard tasting ($5) and the estate single-vineyard 
tasting ($10) feature four wines. The winery's award-winning Bordeaux-style blend, Monte Bello, can 
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be added to the estate tasting for an additional $10. During the warmer months, seated tastings on the 
vineyard terrace are available for the estate and Monte Bello tastings. Semi-private and private tours/
tastings are also available ($30-$40; reservations required; 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. daily).

650 Lytton Springs Road, Healdsburg; (707) 433-7721. www.ridgewine.com. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Thursday, until 5 p.m. Friday-Sunday.

Preston of Dry Creek

This organic farm and winery near Healdsburg is a special treat. Owners Lou and Susan Preston 
established the winery in 1975 and are best known for their Sauvignon Blanc, Zinfandel and Rhone-style 
wines, now made entirely from certified organic grapes. A sampling of four wines is $10. Visitors can 
also indulge in freshly baked bread, cured olives and fresh-pressed olive oil, as well as other seasonal 
produce. Adding to the pastoral experience, there's a picnic area surrounded by fruit trees, and a 
Victorian farmhouse.

9282 West Dry Creek Road, Healdsburg; (707) 433-3372. www.prestonvineyards.com. 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
daily.

David Coffaro Vineyard and Winery

Though David Coffaro purchased the 20-acre Geyserville property in 1979 - selling grapes to E&J Gallo 
and experimenting with small batches of homemade wine - he didn't apply for a commercial winemaking 
permit until 1994. He now grows several varietals on the property, including Zinfandel and Cabernet 
Sauvignon, as well as lesser-known grapes such as Peloursin and Aglianico. The barrel warehouse next 
to Coffaro's home serves as the tasting room, where visitors can have an in-depth tasting of about six 
wines for $5. Vineyard tours are also available by appointment.

7485 Dry Creek Road, Geyserville; (707) 433-9715. www.coffaro.com. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. daily.

Sarah Fritsche is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. E-mail:sfritsche@sfchronicle.com Twitter: 
@foodcentric
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