
 

 
 

February 11, 2025 

PRESS RELEASE: 
NEW DRY CREEK VALLEY WINERY’S FIRST VINTAGE  

HEALDSBURG, CA – Terra Amata Vineyards, family owned and operated vineyard is 
excited to announce the release of their first wines.  

After years of tending, digging, planting, growing, planning, and building, the dream of 
Terra Amata Vineyards is finally becoming a reality; they are releasing their first wines 
from their beloved land, terra amata. Winemaker and owner Kelly Ramsey has 
produced three different iterations of Zinfandel from this sun-drenched, East Bench of 
the world-famous Dry Creek Valley of Sonoma County. From his hand-farmed, five-and-
a-half-acre vineyard comes the following naturally made, hand-picked, highly limited 
wines:  

 

2023 Old Vine Zinfandel: the crown 
jewel, manually harvested just before 
sunrise on Sept. 14. Kelly was out there 
in the fields, donning his head lamp until 
the last cluster was brought in. The fruit 
quality was of the highest level with 
minimal hand-sorting required. After 
fermentation and multiple daily punch 
downs and pump overs, this dark, 
brooding nectar was allowed to age ten 
months in French oak barrels. The 
resulting wine is rich and complex with 
typical Dry Creek red fruit, zesty 
blackberry and briar elements, and hints 
of white pepper and vanilla spice. 
Though glorious in its exuberant youth, 
the seamless integration of this well-
balanced offering bodes well for 5-10 
years of patient cellaring. It pairs 
exceptionally well with BBQ brisket and 
ribs, and is the perfect match for even 
the most spicy, heat-laden dishes. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

2024 Rosé of Zinfandel: Fresh from their 
recent 2024 harvest, their first ever 
Zinfandel Rosé is a truly one of a kind 
offering with a classic pale, off-pink, 
salmon colored appearance and a bold, 
zesty flavor profile that only hand-
tended Dry Creek Old Vine Zinfandel 
can give you. This cutting edge Rosé is 
co-fermented with Sauvignon Blanc in 
neutral French oak barrels to achieve a 
crispness and zestiness that will 
tantalize the senses standing by itself, 
or providing the ideal pairing with Bluefin 
tuna sashimi, grilled salmon, and the 
Italian classic: prosciutto and melon.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

2023 Zinfandel Port: The unctuous 2023 
wine, made in the Port style, is their 
most limited offering. Naturally 
fermented and fortified with locally 
distilled brandies from Sonoma County. 
This luscious dessert wine has bold, 
sweet flavors of candied plums and 
toasted hazelnuts, and more than 
enough power and strength to 
complement the classic flourless 
chocolate cake, and the finesse to pair 
with Stilton and ultra-ripe assorted 
cheeses. 100% Zinfandel, this dessert 
wine can be aged decades, yet is fruity 
enough to enjoy in its youth.  

 
 

 



 

 

“After pouring time and energy into two years of making these wines, I’m thrilled to 
finally see the product of all this labor being released. I’ve been filled with anticipation as 
well as excitement knowing I’m doing the very best I can to do our grapes justice by 
treating them reverently and making the best Zinfandel I can create,” Kelly said. “The 
process began with very forthcoming winemakers in Dry Creek Valley who are so 
generous in sharing their experience and wisdom in making wine. The attention to detail 
was also crucial for me in every step of the process. My family definitely saw me 
become obsessed with making the best wine I could make.”  

This very limited, inaugural offering will only be available through Terra Amata’s wine 
club and on their website.  

About Terra Amata Vineyards 

 

Terra Amata is in Healdsburg, CA, and is operated out of Lake Tahoe. Owners Kelly 
and Lizzie make extensive trips down to the vineyard to steward the land and have a 
hand in every step of the winemaking process. After the harvest, winemaker Kelly tends 
to be found stained purple from his fingertips to his elbows. Kelly and Lizzie had 
dreamed of owning a winery ever since their honeymoon in France, where they 
experienced the warmth and intimacy of small wine houses that welcomed them to taste 
alongside the winemakers themselves. Over 20 years later, they moved to Tahoe full-
time in 2022 where Terra Amata was conceptualized. Kelly searched extensively from 
Eastern Washington to Santa Barbara, looking for the best vineyard with the perfect 
terroir for old vine Zinfandel. The site that would come to be Terra Amata Vineyards is in 
the heart of one of their favorite wine regions: Dry Creek Valley in Sonoma County.  

 

http://terraamatavineyards.com/

